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New Summ er Band Camp in Town for Kids

Bellevue , Washington, January 1st, 201 0--EXPLORE! Summ er Band Camps, now in its
second year, is an innovative band camp designed for campers ages 10 to 14 on the greater
Eastside, July 12th-16th. This camp is for all students from all schools, and home schools.
All in all, 13 professional music educators and instructors with over 100 years of combined
teaching experience will be involved in guiding, instructing, and motivating young students.
This band camp is the only one of its kind on the greater Eastside. It is the only full-band
camp directed specifically at campers between the ages of 10 and 14.

The camp will be held at the beautiful campus of Bellevue Christian School, located in Clyde
Hill only minutes away from Bellevue Square Mall. Camp Director, Nse' (En-say) Ekpo

has taught elementary, middle school, high school, and collegiate ensembles. He feels that
there is a need on the greater Eastside for a band camp that is specifically for young er band
students. "By the time most kids get to High School", says Ekpo "kids are comm itted to
being in band; it's the years starting out in band where they need the most encouragement
and guidance".

The camp will feature three main components. The first component will be the full-band
rehearsals. Here students will getto work with one of our top-notch camp condu ctors. This
will be an intense time of learning and of coope rative advancement. The second componen t
are master classes sectionals where a seasoned professional will instruct students in like
instrument groups (all the flutes will get together, while all the trumpets get together, etc.)
and iron out basics for superior performance for each particular instrument. The third
component is a "Fun Break". These Fun Breaks are activities designed to foster cooperative
team building, healthy peer interaction, exercise and fun! The Fun Breaks also work to give
a much needed mental and physical break from the rehearshing. Also, a delicious catered
lunch is provided every day.

The culminating event for the week will be the final concert, where the students will present
the fruit of their efforts. The final concert isn't all the students will get out of the camp
though. At the end of the camp, students will have more endurance, a better sound, and
a stronger und erstanding of the music they play---The students will like playing their
instruments more, because they will in a word, be better. They'll have improved musical
skill, a more mature perspective on music, but more importantly, friendships that will last a
lifetime.
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